[The importance of laparoscopy in blunt abdominal trauma].
The importance of laparoscopy in the management of blunt abdominal trauma should be evaluated. Therefore we retrospectively analysed all patients with blunt abdominal trauma treated in the Department of Surgery at the Carl-Thiem-Hospital Cottbus between 1998 and 2000. Within this period a total number of 53 patients with blunt abdominal trauma underwent operative treatment, 20 (37.7 %) of them had primary laparoscopy. Of the 11 cases where laparoscopic operation could be completed without conversion to exploratory laparotomy, 8 patients had intra-abdominal injuries and underwent sufficient laparoscopic treatment. The percentage of so called "negative" exploratory laparotomies within this study was 13.2 %. Our analysis suggests that laparoscopy should become firmly established in the diagnostic management and, if indicated, in the treatment of blunt abdominal trauma as well.